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I f there is a name that has become 
synonymous with quality over the past 
50 years of being available in Australia, 
it is the Miroku brand of shotguns. 

These guns have been very reliable and 
well-established even among the most 
discerning of shooters. The revamped Mk 
10 models are truly a whole new breed 
of thoroughbreds and should continue to 
stylishly service the Miroku followers of 
shotguns.

The Mk 10 Trap, in its standard configu-
ration and with a low rib, is the subject of 
this review. After a trip to the shooting club 
with some Baschieri & Pellagri Trap loads, I 
can believe this model will be keenly sought 
after as the balance and stock dimensions 
were great, the gun balanced and swung 
beautifully, and with the C300 Briley thin-
walled chokes installed, the targets were 
minced to pieces.

The barrels
At 76cm long and deeply blued, the barrels 
were completed without fault. The coloring 

used by the Japanese is much darker than 
the lighter silver blue favoured by European 
gunmakers but the finish of the Miroku was 
second to none. Being a Trap gun, the top 
rib was ventilated, as were the side ribs, 
to assist with the dissipation of heat, espe-
cially during hot weather and long shoot 
‘breaks’ when the barrels can become hot, 
particularly in shoot-offs.

The tapered top rib was excellent and 
provided a perfect sighting plane for targets 
over the traps with the HiViz sighting 
system, which is also used by Browning. 
This is only available on the standard model 
shotgun. There are a selection of filaments 
that can be used with the sighting system 
along with a nifty tool to remove and refit 
sights as necessary and a convenient carry 
cylinder is provided to keep the filaments 
from being lost. A small mid-sight was 
also fitted to the top rib to avoid canting 
(whereby the barrels can be tipped to one 
side from vertical) and give the shooter 
correct gun mount and eye alignment.

With regard to the top rib, I am usually 

more in favour of a higher rib with a Trap 
gun, verging to a Trench gun but the 
Miroku Mk 10 was a winner. The gun 
mounted well with its new stock dimen-
sions and swung through targets smoothly 
and easily without pushing things. I was 
very impressed.

At the other end of the gun, I noticed 
that it was chambered for both 70 and 
76mm (2¾ and 3") cartridges. With all 
Trap shooting involved around 70mm 28g 
loads, with some shooters even opting 
for lighter 24g loads, I found it interesting 
the gun was chambered for 3" loads. I can 
only assume that it has been chambered as 
such to provide for those who might like 
to use the gun for hunting purposes, say 
waterfowl with steel shot loads of 3" length 
but with smaller than No. 3 pellets, for the 
Briley chokes are not suited to larger high-
performance (HP) steel shot loads. It could 
maybe use even 3" Trap loads of steel shot 
for handicap events.

Four C300 thin-walled choke tubes were 
supplied with the gun. These measured 
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Miroku’s Mk 10 Trap
- a workhorse for accurate shooting

John McDougall takes the Miroku 
Mk 10 Trap gun through some 

clay busting assessment with 
excellent results. Most impressive 

is the overall assessment.
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quarter (0.730"), half (0.720"), three-quarter 
(0.715") and full (0.705"). There were no 
notches on the end of the chokes to deter-
mine constriction or identification, though 
designated sizes were marked on the sides 
of the choke tubes.

The ejectors were perfectly timed and 
apart from being strengthened from the 
dimensions of the original John Moses 
Browning design, they should last for ages, 
whereas the earlier two-piece ejectors on 
the old Browning shotguns would crack. It’s 
great to see that Miroku is certainly on top 
of that with the use of ultra-strong mate-
rials and a heavy-duty design.

The receiver
The newly designed receiver is a huge 
improvement on the older version and 
I prefer the modified lines and style 
engraving. The gun looked every part a 
‘Trap gun’ and could be used by anyone in 
any grade. This is not an entrance-grade 
gun to those costing tens of thousands of 
dollars with hand-cut engraving. This is the 
above base model that all guns are made 
from and from where the more expensive 
guns are developed - improved engraving, 
better woodwork, enhanced trigger pulls 
and in some cases customised stocks to 
fit. So for the task of breaking clay targets, 

this Miroku Mk 10 is certainly up to the 
task, whether in the hands of a novice or a 
AA-grade shooter.

As with all aspects of the gun, the 
metalwork on the silver nitride hardened 
receiver was faultlessly prepared and 
finished. There is no doubt in my mind that 
the pride of finish and quality assurance 
that can be found from the Miroku Gun 
Company in Japan is why one of the biggest 
manufacturers in the world, Browning, also 
has guns produced from this factory. The 
finishing standards are second to none.

Design of the triggerguard was quite 
generous to allow for the use of shooting 
gloves should the weather be too nippy; so 
whether shooting in sweltering Darwin or 
in a blistering sleet breeze in Canberra on a 
miserably cold day, this gun will serve you 
well. Of course, you will still have to point it 
in the right direction but available in right- 
or left-hand version, that should not be a 
problem. Although the test gun suited me 
well and I shot impressively, I would also 
consider an adjustable comb for a perfect fit.

Provision of three interchangeable trig-
gerfeet was indeed a pleasant surprise for 
the standard Mk 10 Trap but a bonus I feel 
sure new owners will embrace. This option 
not only lets a shooter select the triggerfoot 
that is most comfortable, but it also enables 
them to move the triggerfoot forward or >

The startling new Miroku Mk 10 
Trap with the low rib option with its 
revamped action and engraving.

The grade-three American walnut on the stock was nicely figured 
for a gun of its price and the rubber Decelerator recoil pad an 
excellent choice for soaking up recoil from long breaks.

Miroku’s Mk 10 Trap
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to the rear for finger comfort and trigger 
release control.

While on the trigger system, which was 
a standard inertia-type recoil network, the 
releases were a little more precise than I 
have previously experienced with Miroku 
shotguns. It seemed that I did not need to 
release the trigger as such on the first shot 
as much as with earlier models to fire the 
second barrel. If this has been modified by 
Miroku, it will be a welcome development 
but as I do not shoot a Miroku regularly as 
my own gun, it was difficult to ascertain. 
The trigger pulls on the gun were firm 
and released at around 3.5 to 4lb for both 
barrels.

Jointing of Miroku shotguns is based on 
an under-pinned model, whereby a huge 
pin passes through the receiver floor and 
is coupled with a pivot point ‘hook’ located 
beneath the bottom barrel. This works in 
well with the bottom slide in the receiver 
floor that locks the receiver to the barrels 
and is a tried and proven system of jointing 
providing reliability and longevity.

The stock and fore-end
Made from grade-three American walnut 
and upgraded from previous models, the 
woodwork on the standard Miroku Mk 10 

Trap gun looked quite impressive. The 
wood was treated with a semi-matte oiled 
finish that highlighted character and sealed 
it very well. With updated stock dimensions 
keeping the comb higher, I found targets 
far easier to pick up while shooting and 
the improved rake of the pistol grip with 
a palmswell gave a firm, controlling hold, 
especially while swinging on hard right-
handed targets from station five. Color and 

grain structure of the stock matched the 
fore-end perfectly and there was sufficient 
character in the wood to make the gun quite 
appealing without being plain.

I was impressed to find a Decelerator 
recoil pad fitted to the stock to provide for 
comfortable gun-fit and mount retention, 
along with the reduction of recoil should the 
shooter use brisker ‘handicap’ loads in such 
events where lengthy breaks using brisk 
cartridge loads can take their toll. Another 
positive for the Miroku team.

The design of the fore-end was excel-
lent and afforded a perfect grasp for Trap 
shooting as it was full to the grip and 
the chequering, at around 20 lines per 
inch, was ideal for holding the gun and 
pointing the barrels. Inletting about the 
fore-end iron was perfect as you have 
come to expect and the catch was adjusted 
precisely to release the barrels as required 
when activated. When reattached to the 
barrels, it quietly clicked into position. 
This was perfect and assembled with 
clockwork precision.

Over the traps
As a keen shooter for more than 40 years, 
I started my clay target journey Trap 
shooting with a friend who was a top 
AA-grade shooter. I also spent hundreds 
of hours teaching children Trap shooting 
during my school years as a qualified ACTA 
coach. So while I enjoy my field hunting and 
Sporting Clays shooting these days, it was a 
blast from the past to reacquaint with Down 
the Line Trap shooting and take the Mk 10 
Trap low rib model for a test run at the clay 
target club.

The day was perfect, bright and sunny 
with no wind and the Miroku, with its 
Briley C300 thin-walled choke tubes, made 
a mess of targets as one after another was 

An Allen key supplied with the gun 
as an accessory is used to adjust the 
existing triggerfoot forward or back 
or to install one of three provided 
for shooter comfort.

Almost anything is 
possible nowadays with 
laser-guided chequering 
tools as evidenced with 
the Miroku name inletted 
into the pistol grip.

The receiver engraving is 
much the same as the Sporter 
and not as detailed as the 
more expensive Sporter 
Deluxe, but it is adequate and 
appealing for a Trap gun.

Miroku’s Mk 10 Trap
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totally destroyed. Thanks to the distributor, 
Outdoor Sporting Agencies, and the 
Baschieri & Pellagri Trap loads provided, I 
also ‘doubled’ many targets where ‘chips’ 
were left to ascertain the point of impact 
with the second barrel. I had a great deal of 
enjoyment as three rounds were shot and 
only a handful of targets escaped - mainly 
straightaways, which were always my 
downfall.

At nearly 3.93kg (8lb 10oz) in weight, 
the gun moved slickly and I was impressed 
with the triggers as they seemed to release 
smoothly and comfortably. The higher 
stock, as ordered by Outdoor Sporting 
Agencies here in Australia, seemed perfect 
for the targets as each disappeared via one 
barrel or the other, depending whether 
I was right on the mark, or not. I was 

also impressed with the Trap loads from 
Baschieri & Pellagri.

Summary
Overall, I was pleased with the Miroku Mk 
10 Trap gun with its low rib. While I have 
always preferred a higher rib on a Trap gun, 
the revamped stock design along with other 
modifications has bought it to the forefront 
as a serious option.

The distributor has also placed it well 
in the marketplace, for at a recommended 
retail price of $2950 fully cased and fitted 
with a set of four Briley C300 thin-walled 
interchangeable choke tubes, the Mk 10 
Trap represents excellent value with all of 
its upgrades included. Briley is certainly 
the leader in choke tube technology with 
esteemed gunmakers such as Miroku and 

Specifications
Maker: Miroku Gun Company, Japan
Action: Boxlock, underpinned gun 
jointing system, single trigger and 
selective ejectors
Calibre: 12-gauge, 76mm chambered 
and steel shot compatible, bore 
diameter 0.738"
Barrel Length: 760mm (30")
Barrel Weight: 1.58kg (3lb 8oz)
Overall Weight: 3.93kg (8lb 10oz)
Overall Length: 1200mm (47¼")
Chokes: Four C300 thin-walled choke 
tubes measuring quarter, half, three-
quarter and full
Stock and Fore-end: American grade-
three walnut wood with chequering at 
around 20 lines per inch. Non-adjustable 
stock. Drop at comb 32mm, drop at 
heel 42mm and length of pull (from 
the triggerfoot, parallel to the barrels) 
370mm
Distributor: Outdoor Sporting 
Agencies, Melbourne
Warranty: Five years on mechanicals, 
six months on woodwork
RRP: $2950 with lockable ABS case

With the action apart, the 
ejector system is exposed. 

Modelled on the design 
by John Moses Browning 

during the late 1900s, it is 
still going strong.

Browning both opting to install them with 
their various new models.

For those seeking a reliable and comfort-
ably shooting Trap gun, the Miroku Mk 10 
standard in the low rib version is a winner, 
especially when combined with those Briley 
C300 chokes. For more information, ask at 
your local Miroku dealer or visit osaaus-
tralia.com.au .

Miroku’s Mk 10 Trap




